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IT’S A
LIVING
'our service
BackStage manager Tami Casas- 
Muting serves pizza with a smile
This week Mustang Daily 
examines the often over­
looked occupations on campus 
and the people who fill them. 
Following is a partial list of 
what to look for.
TODAY: One manager at BackStage 
Pizza loves working with students
WEDNESDAY: Custodians have a 
dirty job, but someone has to do it
THURSDAY: Librorians help others 
learn a little about a lot
By Rodnty dt la Cruz
Doily Stoff Writer
Glancing down at his watch, 
the wiry man cringes at the 
sight of the diminishing 
daylight. He can feel his chest 
tighten and heart pound relent­
lessly. With each passing tick 
of his watch, his business 
proposal deadline draws closer 
and he begins to pace in place.
The line moves forward and 
he bolts to reach the top of the 
line. He impatiently blurts out 
a food order to a lady with 
short, black, bobbed hair work­
ing at the counter. But rather 
than quickly moving to get his 
order, she stops to stare him 
down with a mischievous grin 
and delivers a witty one-liner.
For the past five years of 
managing BackStage Pizza,
VOLUME UX, No. 88
Tami Casas-Muting said she 
has tried to brighten cus­
tomers’ days and lift their 
spirits before they head back 
into a world of pressure that 
surrounds a university.
“I mean if everybody did (try 
to make one another laugh),” 
Casas-Muting said, “then 
maybe we’d have a better 
world.”
Every day numerous 
hardworking students, faculty 
and visitors scramble into Cal 
Poly’s BackStage Pizza to fill 
their eager stomachs.
Casas-Muting said cus­
tomers often come to Back- 
Stage Pizza frustrated or upset 
and the only v/ay to handle 
them is to “kill them with kind­
ness.” She said by taking this 
approach, people generally
See C A S A S 'M U T IN G , page 8
Former employee 
says harassment 
was widespread
Charge comes on the heels of suit 
against student apartment complex
By Karen E. Spaeder
Doily Staff Wiiter
The alleged sexual harass­
ment of former employees at the 
Mustang Village Apartments by 
the complex’s former marketing 
director was not limited to the 
three male plaintiffs who filed 
the case, said another former 
employee.
Cal Poly graduates Roger 
Aboud and Todd Shafer and ar­
chitecture senior Dirk Caspar 
filed a lawsuit Friday claiming 
Robert Grant repeatedly sexually 
harassed them.
But journalism senior Gabe 
Joynt, a peer director for the 
1993-94 school year at Mustang 
Village, alleged the harassment 
was directed against himself and 
other Mustang Village employees 
as well.
The suit also names as defen­
dants Capstone Real Estate Ser­
vices, Investec, Inc. and Citimae, 
Inc.
Capstone held management 
authority over Mustang Village 
employees while the complex 
was under the ownership of first 
Citimae, then Investec. Investec 
took over as manager, as well as 
owner, in Dec. 1994.
The three plaintiffs charge 
that Grant repeatedly tormented 
them with sexual propositions, at 
times allegedly requesting sex in 
exchange for rent or money or 
threatening to terminate their 
employment at Mustang Village 
if they took action against him.
While Aboud, Caspar and 
Shafer were the ones who filed 
the suit, “the harassment was 
not confined to those three guys,” 
See H A RASSM ENT, page 8
Fight erupts during band 
competition on campus
By Franco Castaldini
Assisfont Sports Editor
A juvenile was arrested Sun­
day after a fight broke out at the 
first-ever Battle of the Bands 
competition held in the main 
lou n ge of S ierra  Madre 
Residence Hall.
Sunday’s fight comes at a time 
when there have been reoccur­
ring incidents in the residence 
halls. Just one week ago a stu­
dent was arrested and another 
hospitalized after a dorm fight at 
Sierra Madre Hall.
Once again, violence erupted 
at Sierra Madre.
For just a few minutes, the 
competition, which was open to 
the public, turned out not to be a 
battle between bands, but rather 
a battle of fists.
The 17-year-old male, whose 
name is being withheld because 
he is a minor, was a guest of a 
Cal Poly student. He was ar­
rested for causing a public dis­
turbance and resisting arrest, ac­
cording to Cal Poly police.
Police would not release the 
name of the Cal Poly resident 
who invited the guest.
The juvenile was cited for the 
alleged crimes and later released 
to a responsible adult, according 
to University Police Officer Bruce 
Miller.
The fight occurred during the 
performance of Solstice when the 
juvenile and another male were 
attempting to involve the es­
timated crowd of 200 spectators 
in the band’s performance.
According to fruit science 
freshman Leah Goodman who 
witnessed the fight, the two 
males were slam dancing with 
each other when the juvenile fell 
into the audience. The crowd 
then rushed toward him.
Miller, who was assigned to 
the event along with two com­
munity service officers for safety- 
purposes, charged the center of 
See FIGHT, page 8
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Endangered Species Act threatened by Congress
10 school days rematntn^ in winter cjuarter.
TODAY'S WEATHER: Sunny in the morning; 20 percent chance of rain 
by Tuesday night
TOMORROW'S WEATHER; Mostly cloudy; 60 percent chance of rain 
Today's high/low: 67/48 Tomorrow's high/low : 63/NA
Scholarships available for Audubon Ecology Camps
Morro Ckiast Audubon Society is offering scholarships for the 
National Audubon's Kcolog)' camps. The camps and work­
shops are operated in Maine, Cainnecticut and Wyoming. 
The program's purpose is to help participants develop a 
stronger understanding ot basic concepts ot ecology. 
Scholarship recipients must pay tor transportation and pay a 
SSO registration fee. All other expenses are paid for.
To apply, submit a resume, including background and work 
experience. Also attach a letter explaining why you would like 
this opportunity and how your experience will attect the 
community or a special population group.
.All applications must be received by March 30. Send them to: 
Shanda Gibbs, P.O. Box 6404 , I.os Osos, C'alif. 93402. C'all 
528-3936  for more information.
TODAY
Gty Council Meeting • .Meeting will include vote in proposed property 
maintenance ordinance. The ordinance, if passed, would regulate 
recreational vehicle parking, front-yard paving and fence maintenance. 
The ordinance would also require that all furniture, appliances, 
garbage cans, barbecues, building materials and boats be kept from 
view. The meeting is at City Hall, 990 Palm St., 7 p.m.
"The Relationship Between Individuals and Organizational Self-Esteem" •  
H-cture, Staff Dining Room, noon.
"Using Groups in the Classroom” • Ucture, U.U. 220, noon.
Afternoon With Cal Poly Authors • El Corral Bwikstore, 4 p.m.
Cal Poly Environmental Law and Policy Moot Court • The Forum, on 
.Marsh Street, corner of Carden Street, 6:30 p.m.
BanH Film Festival • C'al Poly Theatre, 7-10 p.m, $5
______ Agendo Items: c/o Gndy Webb, Graphic Arts 226, Col Poly 93407 —  Fax: 7S6-6784
By H. Josef Hebert
Associated Piess
WASHINGTON — Fearing a 
GOP Congress may gut the En­
dangered Species Act, the Clin­
ton administration proposed 
weakening the law Monday to 
give more consideration to 
economic development.
Among the proposals are ex­
empting small landowners from 
the controversial law, requiring 
more scientific evidence to 
declare species in danger and 
giving state and local officials a 
bigger role in implementing the 
law.
At a news conference an­
nouncing the proposals, Interior 
Secretary Bruce Babbitt insisted 
that the administration “will 
resist radical attem pts” to 
destroy species protection.
“Make no mistake about it, 
the Endangered Species Act is as 
American as apple pie,” Babbitt 
said. “It has preserved our rich 
and diverse natural heritage.”
The Endangered Species Act 
has been at the center of a 
Republican assault on deregula­
tion in Congress and faces its 
most severe threat in years.
The House has approved a 
two-year freeze on putting new 
species under its protection. And 
last week, the House passed a 
bill that would make the govern­
ment compensate landowners if 
their property is devalued by 20 
percent or more as a result of the 
endangered species law.
The Senate has yet to vote on 
either of those measures, al­
though more modest property 
rights proposals have been intro­
duced. A Senate committee is 
scheduled to take up the 
moratorium proposal this week.
Lawmakers in both the House 
and Senate have vowed to press 
for a weakening of the En­
dangered Species Act itself when 
it comes up for reauthorization 
later this year.
Babbitt, in announcing a 
series of “guideposts” for reform­
ing the law, acknowledged that 
the effort is aimed at heading off 
a more drastic tinkering.
He said he hoped that Con­
gress will “attack the act s 
problems like a laser beam, 
while still leaving intact the 
law’s effectiveness.”
He called the moratorium “an 
invitation for matters to get
worse,” saying it would lead to 
more confrontations similar to 
the one between between the 
Northwest loggers and environ­
mentalists over the Northern 
Spotted Owl.
And requiring compensation 
for declining property values as a 
result of the law would amount 
to “gutting” the species protec­
tion law. Babbitt said.
The Endangered Species Act 
“has caused difficulty for some 
small landowners” who have 
found protected species on their 
land. Babbitt said. Under the ad­
ministration’s proposal, owners 
of 5 acres or less would be ex­
empt from enforcement actions 
under the law.
The adm inistration also 
proposed tougher guidelines 
based on broader scientific 
review before listing a species as 
protected; allowing states to as­
sume a lead for developing 
species recovery plans on non- 
federal land; simplifying im­
plementation of the law and al­
lowing for greater flexibility such 
as partnerships with private or­
ganizations for species protec­
tion.
Open House coming April 21 and 22, 1995
tor general infomiation call our hotline at 756-2479 
Open House office located in the University Union Room 209
Senior and Special Projects Exhibitionc t L p 0 i t . s i 0 , r  .C A l P O L I .  S I 0
Please contact your dean’s oftlce for more infomiation about displaying your senior or special group project at this
year’s Open House. Your application is due Friday, March 10, 1995.
College Book Company Presents:
TEXTBOOK
I In front of El Corral Bookstore March 13-18, Mon-Fri 8am-4pm,
Sat. 8am-12pmOn the lawn near Engr.West 
March 13-17, Mon-Fri 8:30am-3:30pm
BUYBACK!
SPECIAL
BUYBACK
HOURS
START THE DAY 
BEFORE FINALS 
AND CONTINUES 
THROUGH SAT.
Cal Poly ID required for Buyback
0
1 ^
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The “Oscar” of fair awards 
was presented to the Cal Poly 
Fair Management Program this 
year, making it the first or­
ganization other than a fair to 
receive the award.
The Western Fairs Associa­
tion Merrill Award recognizes 
outstanding achievements by 
individuals and businesses re­
lated to fairs in the Western 
United States.
Agribusiness professor Jack 
Scott has been coordinating the 
Fair Management Program for 
the past 28 years and said that 
there are 140 fairs and associa­
tions in the Western United 
States. He said this area in­
cludes Oregon, California and 
Washington.
Cal Poly’s Fair Management 
Program receives top award
[iQilv Staff Repoft The F a ir  M an ag em en t 
Program is designed to en­
courage and prepare students 
for careers in the fair industry. 
According to Scott, it includes 
courses, scholarships, in ter­
nships, field trips and other ac­
tivities.
Scott believes Cal Poly 
received the award for its 
ability to raise funds in fair 
education.
“We’ve developed an endow­
ment fund of over $330,000 
with industry help,” Scott said. 
“All of (that) will be used to pay 
for trips, expenses and scholar­
ships for the students.”
But what he really hopes, he 
said, is that it will bring the 
Fair M anagem ent Program 
more recognition.
Debate team brings in several 
awards at weekend competitions
Ooily Staff Report
M em bers of Cal Poly’s 
Debate Team picked up several 
awards at a competition last 
weekend at CSU-Hayward.
A ccord ing  to T erren ce  
Winebrenner, director of the 
Debate Team, speech com­
munication seniors Mandy Bet­
tencourt and Emily Magee 
placed fourth in the novice 
division. B e tten co u rt also 
received a second-place award 
as an individual debate.
Computer engineering fresh­
man Foaad Khosmood and 
speech communication senior 
Nedia Desouza tied for fourth in 
the novice debate category.
Other members of the team 
journeyed to the University of 
Oregon last weekend for the 
second-largest tournament next 
to nationals, Winebrenner said. 
Two of Cal Poly’s teams missed 
the elimination rounds on a tie 
breaker.
Cal Poly’s Debate Team also 
won severa l aw ards and 
numerous members advanced
to the open quarterfinals at the 
Northern California Forensic 
A ssocia tion  C ham pionsh ip  
Tournament.
The tournament, held Feb. 
17 to 19, was hosted by CSU- 
Chico and included students 
from 30 different colleges 
throughout California and 
Nevada.
Cal Poly’s team includes stu­
dents from different majors and 
class levels, although most are 
senior speech communication 
majors.
Cal Poly placed fourth in the 
novice division for debate, after 
losing on a split decision in the 
quarter finals. Two open 
division teams tied for fourth 
after losing to Diablo Canyon in 
a split decision.
The team is traveling to 
Santa Clara March 18-19 for 
another competition. March 
24-26, Cal Poly is hosting an In­
vitational Tournament before 
they head to San Diego State 
for the National Championships 
March 31 to April 3.
Construction management students 
place high in national competition
Daily Stoff Repo(t
Cal Poly’s construction  
management students won 
several awards in a four-part 
competition among students 
from 17 Western universities.
Cal Poly’s residential con­
struction team came in first, the 
commercial construction team 
was second and the “design 
build” team finished third at a 
competition last month.
More than 400 students from 
such universities as Arizona 
State, Boise State, San Diego 
State, Central Washington and 
UC Berkeley competed in a 
competition established in 1988 
by James A. Rodger, Cal Poly’s 
Construction M anagement 
Department head.
The eighth annual Construc­
tion Management Competition, 
held last month in Reno, 
Nevada, was divided into four
categories: commercial con­
struction, residential construc­
tion, heavy civil construction, 
and “design build."
There were more than 56 
five-person teams at the com­
petition. Each team had 24- 
hours to solve a problem and 
submit a proposal. All problems 
were based on actual projects 
and were used to test students’ 
abilities to solve “real life” 
problems.
Solutions were judged on 
several different elements, in­
cluding: aesthetics, function,
context, regulatory compliance 
and budget.
All members of the Cal Poly 
teams are seniors from the Con­
struction Management Depart­
ment or architecture majors 
who hope to work in the dif­
ferent careers pertaining to the 
competition.
Fast-paced lifestyles are overtaking good health
By Curt Anderson
Assaiated Piess
WASHINGTON — Two-thirds 
of Americans say they feel 
stressed out at least once a week, 
part of an increasingly difficult 
struggle many people have to 
lead a healthful life in the hectic 
modern world.
A b ou t 65 p e r c e n t of 
Americans do the right things for 
good health, according to an an­
nual ranking released Monday 
by Prevention health magazine. 
Last year’s ranking was 66.8 per­
cent.
Many A m ericans listed  
problems controlling their 
weight, finding time to exercise 
and sleeping more than six hours 
a night. And while seat belt use 
is high, fewer Americans are 
obeying speed limits.
'Tom Dybdahl, director of the 
index, said Americans’ behavior 
changes most dramatically when 
they can focus on a single, rela­
tively easy act such as wearing 
auto safety belts or installing a 
smoke detector.
It is more of a challenge, he 
said, to persuade busy people to 
exercise regularly and eat more 
broccoli.
“Viewed over the past decade, 
living healthfully is neither a 
rapidly growing trend nor a dis­
appearing phenomenon,” Dyb­
dahl said. “Rather, it is a com­
plex and ongoing struggle, with 
progress in one area often accom­
panied by decline in another.”
Sen. Nancy Kassebaum, R- 
Kan., who chairs the Senate 
Labor and Human Resources 
Committee, said at a news con­
ference with the magazine’s 
editors that the survey is impor­
tant in focusing attention on 
areas of human health in need of 
vast improvement.
She said government should 
not always try to impose regula­
tions to force behavioral changes. 
“There are those areas where, 
through peer pressure and emo­
tional impact, we tend to 
respond,” Kassebaum said. “I 
think there is a limited role for 
government.”
A survey last November of 
1,262 adults on 21 healthful 
practices produced an overall 
score of 65.6 on a scale of 1 to 
100, down slightly from last 
year’s 66.8 and the lowest since 
1989.
It is still significantly higher 
than the first Prevention Index
of 61.5 in 1984.
The index weighs such be­
havior as smoking, drinking, 
diet, exercise and weight control 
as well as frequency of medical 
exams, auto and home safely and 
sleep habits.
Nearly three-quarters of 
adults said they always wear a 
seat belt in the front seat of a 
car. Only 44 percent said they al­
ways observe speed limits.
Eighty-five percent avoid driv­
ing after drinking, but heavy 
drinkers are most likely to get 
behind the wheel, a report on the 
survey said. Overall, 60 percent 
said they drink alcohol at least 
sometimes.
Forty-four percent of those 
who have more than three dnnks 
at a sitting sometimes drive 
afterward, and 9 percent said 
they do so all the time.
Other findings from the sur­
vey;
• 37 percent of adults exercise 
vigorously three or more times a 
week. The percentage of women 
who are strenuous exercisers has 
dropped from 38 percent to 30 
percent in the past two years.
• 93 percent have smoke 
detectors in their homes.
SOFT CONTACT
Presiripiions Filled
Various Brands Available
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LnivcrsiU’ was hastv in ASI transfer« *
Maybe we should appeal to the business majors for 
a judgment call on this one;
The university takes an interest in the fiscal health 
of the student government. It perceives things aren’t 
right in ASI’s accounting department, and that some­
thing must be done to get it on track.
So immediately, without bothering to frame a con­
tract or examine potential costs or losses to ASI, it 
walks into an ASI board meeting, orders all account­
ing and payroll functions transferred to another cor­
poration — Foundation — and walks out. Discussion 
over.
Turns out, there wi/l be a cost to ASI from the 
university’s little experiment. /Although the numbers 
are all projections at this point, it looks like this is all 
going to cost students about $160,000 per year.
That seems like shaky fiscal policy to us.
According to Juan Gonzalez, vice president for stu­
dent affairs, the university thought it “wouldn’t have 
been appropnate" to find out what the cost of this shift 
would be.
Perhaps the university has the luxury of finding 
such things inappropnate — it doesn’t have to foot the 
bill. But from a student’s perspective, this kind of ar­
rogant conduct by the administration is outrageous.
That’s our money they’re talking about.
Eventually, decisions like this are financed by our 
fees. The university should take a little more time to 
think about what it’s doing before it goes on its next 
crusade to “protect” our student government.
Students should attend forum to voice computer access concerns
University officials have backed off from the 
proposal to make all new students purchase com­
puters. We commend them for this.
We also commend their dedication to pursue other 
avenues for providing computer access.
Computer access is essential for every student at 
Cal Poly. Many class assignments require computer 
work, and a computer often makes research more effi­
cient. Computer labs on campus provide access, but 
only during lab hours — if you can find an available 
computer.
The university has proposed that all students have 
uninterupted, 24-hour access to a personal computer 
and the Internet.
How this proposal will be put into action is not yet 
clear, but there is a possibility that a “student technol­
ogy fee” will be added to the student enrollment cost. 
This could be an extra $72 a year.
Students can voice their opinion in a forum today 
with Vice President for Academic Affairs Bob Koob. It 
will be held in the University Union, Room 220, from 
10 a.m until noon.
We encourage students to attend. The university is 
giving us students a chance to voice our opinion. We 
need to be responsible in taking advantage of the op­
portunity to have a say in a decision that will affect 
our computer access and possibly, our pocketbooks.
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Do You Have an Opinion?
Mustang Doily is seeking columnists for spring quarter, 1995 
If you are interested in writing a bi-weekly column, pleose 
send a proposal including your name, major, phone number 
and ot least two opinion-style writing samples to Dawn 
Sievers Proposals must be received by Sunday, March 12
Mustang Doily office, Graphk Arts 226,7S6-1796 
dsievers^trunipet.calpoly.edu
Make college years count —  and you won’t have to count on the DJ
Garrett M. Met tier
Radio disk jockeys make me sad.
They make me sad with their constant time-of-day and 
day-of-week announcements.
“I’m Hip-Hoppin’ Rob, helping you pull through 
another Monday morning.”
Or this;
“It’s 4 p.m. Only one more hour for all you nine-to- 
fivers. I’ve got 30 minutes of music coming up to help get 
you through ‘til quittin’ time.”
I don’t blame the DJs for saying these things. Unfor­
tunately, these comments have mass appeal because the 
masses are stuck in jobs they don’t enjoy — jobs which 
are so understimulating that workers require radio music 
to help pass the time. They continually consult the office 
wall clock to find out how much time remains until the 
next break.
Why do these people subject themselves to such drivel?
Time is not an unlimited resource. It should be spent 
wisely, not passed drudgingly. And a job should not be 
dreaded. When it is, it’s time for a new job.
You may think this is idealistic, but if you don’t expect 
this college education you’re suffering through to land 
you in a career you can be passionate about, why are you 
here? Why are you suffering through the hellish pace of 
the quarter system, with its midterms and finals and 
papers and projects?
You could save yourself a lot of time, money and effort 
by just dropping out now and getting some menial labor 
job. There’s plenty of them out there.
But, no, you won’t do that. You want better than a 
minimum wage-minimum stimulation job, and you’ve 
been told a university education is the ticket to a more 
fulfilling career.
So don’t sell yourself short. Don’t accept any less from 
yourself than complete dedication to your major and its 
requirements. And when you’ve done that, look for more.
Seek out internships, co-ops and summer jobs related 
to what you’re studying. Talk to professionals in the field 
and ask them what you can do to gain a competitive ad­
vantage over your peers. Investigate clubs and profes­
sional societies associated with your major. Make con­
tacts now that can be helpful to you later.
I spent part of this past weekend with my 88-year-old 
great gi'andfather. After giving me the abreviated version 
of his life story, he paused, looked me straight in the eye 
and said:
“You’re a young man. Spend your time doing what you 
enjoy, not what others want you to do.”
There is a lot of wisdom in these simple words. My 
grandfather caused me to realize that the time I have in 
college is invaluable. It is an investment in my future 
happiness.
I think I would be very bitter if I ended up in a dead­
end job, with the knowledge that I did not take full ad­
vantage of my college years.
Today’s job market is tough. A college degree does not 
carry the weight it used to. Securing a satisfying and en­
joyable job after graduation takes extra effort now.
The measure of success is having the motivation to do 
what the masses are not willing to do. The alternative is 
doing your best at what you’re required to do and hoping 
to get lucky.
But luck, properly defined, is when preparation meets 
opportunity. Unless you make a conscious decision to 
prepare, the opportunities will pass and you’ll end up in a 
job you dread, listening to the radio tell you to hang in 
there for another half-hour.
Garrett M. Mettler is a journalism junior and a Daily 
staff writer.
‘Religious’ people can be Christians, too
re: “Religion k  bogus; Christianity is not,' Mar. 2
The past few times I have read the Opinion section, I 
have become angered about some of the things printed. 
The topic is religion, and it sounds as if it is a competition 
about whose is phony, and whose is better. I think the 
main point is being missed.
Religion, no m atter whose it is, is a personal feeling. I 
feel that I have a very personal and close relationship 
with God. But according to the article, this is not possible 
since I am Roman Catholic.
“The Christian life is not a religion; it is a relationship 
with God,” was a very blunt statement to be made. The 
saying “to each his own” applies to religious values and 
morals. Religion is a personal feeling and a personal way 
of life. No person has the right to say what is phony, and 
what is a charade.
I was raised in a pretty strict Catholic family. I a t­
tended church with my family all of my life. I attended 
private school for twelve years, with all of those years in 
uniforms and four of them in a private, all-girls high 
school.
When I moved to Cal Poly, I faced the freedom to 
choose whether I would keep attending church or just ig­
nore it, as Mario Perotti did. The difference is that I do 
still attend church and he denied his religion.
My family believes in being part of mass and helping 
make it happen. Together, we sing and lead the congrega­
tion in enjojring mass. This eliminates the boredom and 
check-writing that people have accused the congregation 
of doing. Mass is exciting and fun to many people, and I 
feel that if you become involved you would understand it 
better.
It is not fair to take your particular feelings and ex­
periences and judge an entire religion or belief with 
those. Personal feelings and beliefs are what make each 
person’s religion special to them.
Monica Robinson
Business odminislration freshman
C O R R E C T I O N
An article in last Thursday’s Mustang Daily 
misstated the time of an event. Gallardo del Rey will 
perform “Concierto Romántico” Saturday, March 11 at 
8 p.m., with the San Luis Obispo County Symphony.
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House debates business-backed bill 
to change civil legal system
By David Espo
Associoled Piess_ _ _ _ _  _  _
WASHINGTON — Marching 
into the more controversial 
reaches of the “Contract With 
America,” the
Republican-controlled House 
argued Monday over business- 
backed legislation to alter the 
civil legal system. “Simply too 
extreme,” the White House 
labeled some of the proposals.
A high-priced lobbying cam­
paign pitting business interests 
against trial lawyers played out 
in the background as the House 
debated the bills that backers 
say are designed to discourage 
frivolous lawsuits.
The measures generally 
would make it easier to defend 
product-liability and securities- 
fraud cases and they pre-empt 
state laws by creating a federal 
limit on so-called punitive 
damages in most lawsuits. They 
also would provide incentives to 
settle suits out of court under a 
modified “loser pays” system 
that could require even a per­
son who wins a case to bear a 
portion of the other side’s attor­
ney fees and costs.
“Common sense legal 
reform,” Rep. Steve Chabot, R- 
Ohio, termed the measures, bor­
rowing the phrase from the 
GOP’s campaign “Contract 
With America.”
“This isn’t for Main Street, 
it’s for Wall Street," countered 
Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., ar­
guing that consumers would be 
placed at a disadvantage in 
tiding to grapple with large cor­
porations.
Whatever the fate of the 
measures, they marked the 
latest phase in the Republicans’ 
rush through the campaign 
manifesto that helped them win 
a majority in last November’s 
elections. Awaiting floor action 
next week is a constitutional 
amendment placing term limits 
on lawmakers, although, unlike 
the other measures, it seems 
headed for defeat.
Meanwhile, the House Ways 
and Means Committee has all 
but completed action on a fun­
damental overhaul of the na­
tion’s welfare laws. And the 
final item on the Republican 
program — tax cuts and a 
series of spending cuts to 
finance them — are expected to
reach the floor at the end of 
March or in early April.
After eight weeks under 
GOP control, the House opened 
its session Monday with a ritual 
debate over the party’s cam­
paign manifesto itself. “We kept 
our promise,” Chabot declared 
as he ticked off the balanced- 
budget amendment, crime bills 
and other measures the 
Republicans have pushed 
through in the past 61 days.
But Democratic Rep. John 
Dingell of Michigan said the 
Republicans also propose 
eliminating programs to weed 
out drugs and crime in schools. 
“This tends to show me that my 
Republican colleagues know the 
cost of everything and the value 
of nothing,” he said.
Many of the House passed 
bills are certain to be watered 
down — if not defeated — in the 
Senate, as the balanced-budget 
amendment was last week. 
Senators on Monday opened 
debate on a relatively non-con- 
troversial measure to reduce 
federal paperwork burdens.
The stakes were huge in the 
measures to overhaul the legal 
system, judging from the lineup 
of lobbying combatants.
A coalition including the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the 
American Council of Life In­
surance and the National 
Federation of Independent 
Business aired a television com­
mercial in the Washington area 
claiming that Little League is 
just one example of a lawsuit 
gone out of control.
“Little Leagues spend more 
to protect themselves from law­
suits than for bats, balls or 
gloves,” says the commercial, 
which shows youngsters playing 
ball and gradually evaporating 
from the screen.
Consumer groups and trial 
lawyers dramatized the other 
side, arranging at one press 
conference for appearances by 
individuals who sued success­
fully for damages. They in­
cluded Stella Liebeck, the 
woman scalded by spilled coffee 
who has become known as “the 
McDonald’s coffee lady,” and 
Rep. Patsy Mink, D-Hawaii, 
who was an unwitting subject of 
an experiment with the drug 
diethylstilbestrol when she was 
pregnant in 1951.
Grassroots campaign to oppose child  care cuts
By Jennifer Dixon
Associoled Press_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
WASHINGTON — As many 
as 377,000 children from low-in­
come families could lose their 
subsidized care under welfare 
legislation moving through Con­
gress, opponents said Monday.
The legislation, a part of the 
Republican “Contract With 
America,” would consolidate nine 
child-care programs into a single 
block grant to the states and 
limit spending at $1.94 billion a 
year through 2000.
A federal nutrition program 
for children in day care would 
also be combined into a block 
grant with other fee ding 
programs for women and 
children. Spending would rise 
from $4.6 billion in 1996 to $5.3 
billion in 2000.
Advocates for children say the 
proposals would cut federal 
child-care assistance to working 
families by $379 million next 
year, and by $2.4 billion over five 
years.
The Department of Health 
and Human Services estimates 
that 377,680 children could lose 
their assistance in 2000 if the
plan becomes law.
Republican sponsors of the 
bill say shifting spending into 
block grants and reducing state 
and federal administrative costs 
would allow the government to 
provide child-care assistance for 
the same or a greater number of 
families at a savings of nearly 15 
percent over five years.
The legislation is pending in 
the House, and is expected to go 
to the floor for a vote by mid- 
April.
According to the Child Care 
Action Campaign, a national ad­
vocacy group based in New York 
City, 12 million children under 
the age of 6, and 17 million 
school-age children have either 
their only parent or both parents 
in the work force.
The organization is working 
with 16 other national children’s 
advocacy groups to lobby Con­
gress, state and local officials on 
child-care issues as the debate on 
welfare reform continues in 
Washington and statehouses 
around the country.
Ten days ago, hundreds of ac­
tivists brought members of Con­
gress paper and cardboard dolls
made by parents and child-care 
teachers. Thirty-five thousand 
paper dolls came from Pennsyl­
vania alone, and some dolls still 
decorate congressional offices.
Parents have also sent broken 
forks to their representatives to 
protest proposed changes in child 
nutrition programs.
Advocates say the demand for 
child care will increase as chan­
ges in the welfare system push 
single mothers from the welfare 
rolls to payrolls.
Thirty-five states and the Dis­
trict of Columbia already have 
children on waiting lists for 
child-care assistance, according 
to Barbara Reisman, executive 
director of the Child ('are Action 
Campaign.
“The preponderance of the 
evidence points to the need for 
an increase in public and private 
investment in child care,” Reis­
man said.
“Yet the House of Representa­
tives is proposing to cut federal 
investment in child care by 20 
percent over the next five years.
Protests of ‘no more cuts’ cause Gingrich to cancel speech
By John Diamond
Associated Piess
WASHINGTON — A ballroom 
full of county officials was await­
ing Newt Gingrich’s arrival Mon­
day when the kitchen doors burst 
open to reveal not dessert but 
about 500 protesters waving 
empty lunch trays and chanting, 
“No more cuts.”
The demonstrators, many car­
rying small children, dodged 
waiters as they took over the 
head table and jammed the ais­
les, protesting reductions in the 
school lunch program. In doing 
so, they prompted cancellation of 
the House speaker’s speech.
“Don’t take the food out of the 
children’s mouths,” said Maxine 
Nelson of Pine Bluff, Ark., who, 
like the others, belongs to the 
Association of Community Or­
ganizations for Reform Now, or 
ACORN.
Faced with the  raucous 
protest, luncheon organizers 
from the National Association of 
Counties abandoned plans for 
speeches by Gingrich and others 
before the 2,000 county officials. 
The demonstrators cheered the 
decision.
District police officials said 
there were no arrests.
In addition to eliminating 
proposed cuts in school lunches, 
the protesters want an increase 
in the minimum wage, a national 
voter registration drive and 
funding for subsidized housing.
Last week. House Republicans 
advanced a proposal to replace 
the federally mandated school 
lunch program with a state-ad- 
ministered system funded by 
federal block grants. Opponents 
said it could lead to cuts in free 
and subsidized school lunches to 
the poor.
The legislation would increase 
spending by 4.5 percent per year 
— up from $6.68 billion next 
year to $7.85 billion in 2000 — 
but opponents say that would not 
keep pace with demand coupled 
with inflation.
The demonstrators at the 
Washington Hilton Hotel were 
“just tragically misinformed," 
(jingrich later told reporters, 
questioning their motives and 
criticizing their behavior. “Why 
weren’t they at work? Who are 
they? Who paid them?”
“They broke into the meeting 
and had bullhorns, and their 
idea of a dialog was to chant with 
bullhorns,” Gingrich said. “I
thought that was an interesting 
commentary on those who would 
extort money out of the tax­
payer.”
Although Gingrich was the 
p r o t e s t ’s t a r g e t ,  som e  
demonstrators directed barbs at 
county officia ls, shouting  
through bullhorns that the cost 
of one of their baked chicken 
meals probably would finance a 
week of school lunches.
The county officials, in turn, 
fumed. One NACO official said 
their luncheon leftovers were 
going to Washington homeless 
shelters.
“This-only makes me less sup­
portive of their cause,” said Shir­
ley Greene, county commission 
chairwoman from Latah County, 
Idaho. “... It’s about time people 
figured out they have to do some­
thing for themselves rather than 
have their hand out to the 
government.”
Added Jack Olsen of Oakland 
County, Mich.: “I think they’ve 
probably not won many friends 
today.”
The protesters left after 40 
m inutes and boarded the 
chartered buses that had 
brought them to the hotel.
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Southern California town wary of soggy mountain on the move
B y le f i  W ilso n
AssoiitUed P'fss
LA CONCHITA — Inch by 
inch, menacing fissures opened 
on a waterlogged bluff above this 
tiny beach town. Then the moun­
tain really went on the move, 
burying nine homes and forcing 
200 people to flee a vast wall of 
ooze.
The land had been slipping 
toward the sea for 23,000 years 
and La ConcLita’s 700 residents 
knew for six months that cracks 
on the steep slope were widen­
ing, aggravated by heavy rain.
Disaster finally struck Satur­
day, when tons of soggy earth 
slipped into the town north of
Los Angeles and spread across 
an area  1 ,000 feet wide. 
Authoriiies stood guard above 
the hillside Monday, ready to 
alert residents if the earth moves 
again.
“Their future is about as un­
certain as this mountain,” said 
Alan Campbell, a Ventura Coun­
ty fire spokesman. “The gods are 
not talking directly to anybody. 
We just don’t know what will 
happen.”
More rain is expected by Wed­
nesday. As rain let up Monday, 
trains usually allowed to roar 
through town at 65 mph were 
slowed to 20 mph to soften vibra­
tions that could trigger another 
slide.
According to geologists, only 
10 percent of the unstable earth 
that could come down did so on 
Saturday, sheriffs Sgt. Chuck 
Buttell said. Residents were told 
another massive slide was im­
minent.
“A lot of people in La Conchita 
have faith, but look at that 
mountain,” Campbell said. “This 
is the hardest part. We’re dealing 
with the unknown.”
While geologists surveyed 
craters of water formed in the 
mass left over from the weekend 
disaster, residents walked dogs, 
fetched belongings and went to 
work or school.
“They told us the whole moun­
tain was going to come down,”
said Shirley DeFazio, who was 
moving a few personal items out 
of her house in the path of the 
slide.
“What more damage could it 
do?” asked Norma Watkins, 
whose mobile home was about 
500 feet from the slide.
Ten-year-old Brandon Tillman 
fretted as he waited for a school 
bus that never came. “I’m wor­
ried. I’ve got all my valuable 
stuff in the house, my TV, my 
Super Nintendo, my skateboard, 
you know, stuff like that,” he 
said.
Pat Roderick was unhappy 
the sheriffs deputies who des­
cended on the small town south 
of Santa Barbara weren’t doing 
anything to haul the dirt away.
“Look at the money, our 
money, taxpayer money, being 
wasted,” he said. “We’ve got guys 
standing around here with pis­
tols. What are they going to do if 
it starts sliding, shoot it?”
Some residents also accused 
nearby La Conchita Ranch of 
over-irrigating its avocado 
groves, saying the water soaked 
the hillside and weakened it. 
Ranch operator David Orr 
declined to comment.
Buttell said the hill’s slide is a 
fact of nature.
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Four dead on plane found on San Diego marine corps base
Associoled Press_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. 
— Four people were found dead 
Monday among the wreckage of 
a plane that crashed at Camp 
Pendleton Marine Corps base, 
San Diego County sheriff’s offi­
cials said.
The twin-engine Piper PA-23 
went down Friday after taking 
off from John Wayne Airport in 
Irvine that morning, said Jerry 
Acosta, a regional duty officer 
for the Federal Aviation Ad­
ministration.
The plane was destined for
Calexico, 120 miles east of San 
Diego, Acosta said.
The identities of those 
aboard was not known, said 
sheriffs spokesman Alan 
Truitt.
Camp Pendleton officials re­
quested help to remove the 
wreckage from a rugged area 
about three miles south of the 
San Clemente Border Patrol 
checkpoint, Truitt said.
Sheriffs officials discovered 
the plane Monday while flying 
over the base in a helicopter.
T u e s d a
Mexi Spud Night
495
Whale found dead on Venice Beach 
apparently struck by ship’s propeller
Associated Piess
LOS ANGELES — A dead 
25-foot humpback whale that 
washed onto Venice Beach was 
apparently struck by a ship’s 
propeller, county biologists said 
Monday.
The carcass washed ashore 
about 11 a.m. Sunday near 
W estm inster Avenue, said  
biologist Tom Lewis, a member of 
the Natural History Museum of 
Los Angeles County’s “whale 
team.”
“We think the propeller killed 
it,” Lewis said.
The whale’s tail was missing 
and its body was severely 
gashed. Lewis said it was 
probably struck five or six days 
before it washed ashore.
It was the first time a 
humpback, an endangered  
species, was found on a Southern 
California beach in more than a
decade.
Biologists used a flatbed truck 
to haul the carcass to the 
museum’s whale warehouse in 
Vernon, said museum spokesman 
Brett R. Henry.
Researchers planned to collect 
tissue samples for DNA studies, 
blubber for analysis of manmade 
contaminants in the tissues and 
the whale’s skull.
At th is tim e of year, 
humpback whales are currently 
in their winter breeding grounds 
off the tip of Baja Califomia. 
They migrate into California 
waters in the summer and fall 
months to feed on small, school­
ing fish.
There are only about 500 of 
the mammals in the whale 
population off the California- 
Mexico coast.
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lor Spring. Call 781-2630 
Visa/Mastercard accepted
Services
AT OUR FINGERTIPS SECRETARIAL 
SCHOOL PAPERS & RESUMES & MORE 
PICK UP/DELIVERY AVAIL 4663337
TATTOOS
SEBASTIAN FROM OTHERWORLD 
IS NOW AT WILDSIDE TATTOO IN 
SANTA BARBAFtA. CLEAN QUALITY 
TATTOOS. 682-6838 APPT PRFD.
SCORE MORE!! 
GMAT 72 Pts 
GRE214 Pts 
LSAT 7.5 Pts
PRINCETON REVIEW (805) 995-0176
Opportunities
Need linancial aid"? Colloge 
Scholarships available 
Recorded message gives details 
Call 18006802485
CASH FOR COLLEGE. 900,000 GRANTS 
AVAILABLE. NO REPAYMENT, EVER. 
QUALIFY IMMEDIATELY. 18002432435
Employment
$1750 weekly possfcle mailing 
our circulars Into 202-298-1057
ALASKA SUMMER EMPLOYMENT- lishing 
industry.Earn up to $3,00-$6,00+ 
rTK)nth *  benefits Male/Female No 
experience necessary 
(206)545-4155 ext A60052
arnp.
rreeded for Girl Scout resident 
& day camps in Santa Cruz Mtns 
& San Jose. Call 408-287-4170 
for more into.
T O O M  fO R  'SMOW  AND T t U . ,
1 T O  SU O W  '(OU
W HAT 1 B R CW G U T AN D  1 
R E F U S E  T O  T E L L  YOU ANYfillN G  
ABDUT IT .'
1996 W«n*rv>o 0«t t>y UrvvvrMt P'MS Syn()icAf^
\TS A MYSTERY THAT WILL 
HAUNT YOU ALL YOU^ MlSERA8lE 
LWES.' YOj'LL n e v e r , EVER 
KNOW WHAT 1 BROUGHT.' YOU 
CAM BEG AND DlEAD. BUT l l L  
NEVER END YOUR ToRYENT'
I'LL CARRY MY SECRET TO 
THE GRAniE ! ITS THE SHOW 
AND TELL THAT WAS NEVER 
SHOWN OR TOLD ' HA HA Hk'
AH H A /
EVERYBODV WANTS THE 
SAME OLD THING
17
Employment
BRANCH MGR POS AVBL. SEEK LDRS 
ALL MAJORS PAID TRNG AVG SUMMER 
EAR $10,000 COMPLT 20-40 EXTR 
HOME PNT PROJ W/THE 6-10 PNTRS U 
EMP & MANAGE, FOR MORE INFO ABT 
THIS EXCITING BSSTVIGMNT OPPT 
CALL 800 400 9332 S’ A'P
CRUISE SHIPS HIRING- Earn up t o ~  
$2,000+/month World Travel 
Seasonal&lull-time positions.No 
exp necessary .For into call 
1-206 634-0468 ext C60053
Horseback riding instructors 
needed lor Girl Scout resident 
in Santa Cruz Mtns. Western 
English & Vaulting. Call 
408-287-4170 toe more into
PAID MANAGEMENT INTERNSHIP-BE 
TRAINED IN MKTG.SALES,INTERVIEW  
ING, MOTIVATION OF EMPLOYEES.ETC 
EARN MINIMUM OF 2500 TO 10K MAN 
AGING A BRANCH OF STUDENT WORKS 
PAINTING HIRING FINISHES MARCH 
15. CALL 800-394-6000
THIS IS NO 
ORDINARY 
SUMMER WORK
$5766
HARD WORK'LONG HOURS'TRAVE L 
PLACEMENT SERVICES AFTER GRAD 
CALL THE SOUTHWESTERN CO 7736700
Roommates
1 1/2 wk tree rent own rm in 
Garden St duplix 1 other rmmale 
313month +1/2 Ut 594-0718
CHEAP BM
downtown 2bed apartment 
$350 dep, $255/mo w'water. trash 
Avail 3/12 Call Ed 545-8507
Rental Housing
1 BDRM 1 BATH W/GARAGE FRESHLY 
REMODELED CLOSE TO POLY ASK 
FOR STUART 544-2101
60 CASA ST TOWNHOUSES NOW  
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR SEPT 
AND JUNE Non-Smoker, Quiet,
No Pels 543-7555 *Ask tor Bea*
FREE RENT 
CLOSE TO POLY 
In exchange tor minimal care 
elderly lady W iNN/t ty4J '^ s63
Hom es for Sale
f r e e  l is t  ot all HOUSES A CONDOS 
f o r  s a l e  in  SLO, Farrell Smyth R E 
Steve Nelson***543-8370” *
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MAR\rH()N: Poly sUidtMits and faculty ran to test strength, stamina HARASSMENT: Capstone was unaware of suit
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DiGiacomo trained for three 
months. Sunday’s marathon 
was the fifth marathon she has 
participated in. However, she 
said she felt it was far from her 
best.
“For me it was hell,” 
DiGiacomo said. “Around mile 
19 I froze up; it was the most 
painful experience I have ever 
been through.”
DiGiacomo finished her 
fourth L.A. Marathon in three 
hours and 39 minutes, a time 
she considers “bad.”
Weather proved to be the 
most crucial factor. The rain 
and cold temperatures had a 
great impact on her physical 
condition during the race. She 
said she prefers running in hot 
weather.
According to DiGiacomo, her 
clothing may have also played 
an import.ant role in her physi­
cal condition.
She wore shorts and a T- 
shirt, a bad combination since 
she said she needed her body to 
be insulated.
“I was really out of it the 
whole race,” DiGiacomo said. 
“And I have done these 
marathons before.”
For her, Sunday’s Los An­
geles Marathon will be her last.
“I know the course too well,” 
DiGiacomo said. “I’ll try other 
marathons, like the Big Sur 
Marathon in May.”
H owever, for political 
science senior Pedro Arroyo, 
Sunday’s marathon won’t be 
his last.
Arroyo made the trip to Los 
Angeles to run his eighth 
marathon, which he described 
as “by far the hardest.”
Arroyo began running the 
L.A. Marathon in 1986 after 
meeting a continuation school 
teacher from Los Angeles who 
challenged him to run and com­
plete the marathon.
“He told me, Tf you can com­
plete the marathon, you can do 
anything in your life,’ ” Arroyo 
said. “Back then, it was just a 
bunch of Chicano students
from East L.A.”
Since then, the teacher, 
Hari-y Shahbazian, has gone on 
to make the program a dis­
trict-wide effort known today 
as Students Run L.A.
Arroyo said he returns to 
run every year because he still 
believes in the original prin­
cipal.
it I was com* 
pletetiy wet. 
Around mile 22 I 
was asking 
myself, 'What 
are you doing 
here?'"
Pedro Arroyo 
PolitKo! siiente seniof
“It’s a struggle, it’s always a 
struggle,” Arroyo said.
Due to weather conditions, 
Sunday’s marathon was an ex­
ample of that struggle. Some 
runners ran close to com­
petitors, using them as human 
shields against the rain, while 
others used umbrellas placed 
on their heads. Arroyo chose to 
use a trash bag.
“I got a trash bag and made 
myself a plastic suit,” Airoyo 
said. “Still, I was completely 
wet. Around mile 22 I was as­
king myself, ‘What are you 
doing here?’ ”
But to Arroyo, having the 
privilege to be among those 
who start and finish the 
marathon is enough reward. 
He said he also enjoys the run 
because the course takes run­
ners through the different eth­
nic districts of Los Angeles.
“You go through the  
downtown business district, Ol­
vera Street, Chinatown, Little 
Tokyo,  H o l l y w o o d  and  
Koreatown,” Arroyo said.
According to Arroyo, the
music performed through the 
run reflects the community of 
Los Angeles.
“You hear Japanese and 
Korean drummers, Aztec dan­
cers, rock and roll and 
Mariachi bands,” Arroyo said. 
“It gives you a taste of the 
city.”
In the past, Arroyo has 
finished the run in less than 
four hours. However, on Sun­
day his time was five hours and 
25 minutes. He attributes this 
to the weather.
“The rain was a definite fac­
tor; the wind made it even har­
der to run,” Arroyo said with 
disappointment.
Although Arroyo did not en­
counter any major problems, 
other runners and cyclists did. 
Arroyo said he saw people slip­
ping and falling, and knows of 
some who suffered from 
hypothermia.
'To Arroyo, running the 
marathon is a bit like life.
“You never know what 
you’re gonna get,” Arroyo said.
Fun and excitement was 
also what chemistry professor 
Dave Keeling had in mind 
when he participated in Sun­
day’s marathon. He had not 
run a marathon in more than a 
decade. However, he said he 
was “ready for the challenge 
and the satisfaction.”
Keeling said running a 
marathon is difficult but not 
impossible.
“It ju st takes train ing,” 
Keeling said.
His goal was to finish the 
marathon in under four hours. 
He did just that, with a time of 
three hours and 57 minutes.
“This is not a personal best, 
but I am very satisfied with it,” 
he said.
Keeling said the weather did 
not affect his performance. He 
ran as fast as his training and 
ability would allow.
“It was fun. But when you 
run 26 mile.s, the sensation 
changes as the run continues,” 
Keeling said. “It goes from 
being fun to being difficult.”
CASAS-MUTING: Employees say she’s like a ‘surrogate mother’
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think to themselves, “Wow she 
really could have handled that 
differently, she’s cool,” and 
usually they calm down.
Unl ike the policy most 
managers go by, Casas-Muting 
said she doesn’t believe that the 
customer is always right. And 
she said she would “sure have a 
good time” if she didn’t have to 
act professionally.
When students are stressed 
with finals, Casas-Muting said 
she likes to crack jokes to bring 
them back to reality.
“She’s hysterical,” said social 
science sophomore and Back- 
Stage Pizza employee Becky 
Hoy. “She tells a lot of jokes to 
students, although sometimes 
they may not get them.”
Casas-Muting said she is 
dnven by the personal satisfac­
tion she gains from the challenge 
of calming students down. But 
what she really enjoys most 
about her job, she said, is work­
ing with her Cal Poly students.
“I like working with the stu­
dents, although sometimes 
they’re a pain in the butt,” 
Casas-Muting said jokingly. “It’s 
the youthfulness of the job.” 
Casas-Muting was bom and 
raised in Realito Grove and she 
attended Morro Bay High School.
If she hadn’t hated school so 
much, she said she would have 
liked to have been a school coun­
selor. Instead, she said she helps 
students by instilling in them a 
good work ethic.
Computer science junior and 
Backstage Pizza employee Mark 
K irstein  said Casas-M uting 
knows how to relate to the stu­
dents on the same level. He said 
he thinks tha t’s why she has 
such a good time working on the 
campus — because she gets to 
hangout with a lot of younger 
students.
“She’s like a surrogate mother 
sometimes," Kirstein said. “She 
helps them out and really be­
comes friends with them instead
of just being a boss.”
Kirstein said Casas-Muting 
makes life and work a lot easier 
especially while being so far 
away from home.
“Personality-wise, she is very 
good with the employees, espe­
cially on a one-to-one basis,” said 
Jeanette  Kimball, University 
Union food services supervisor. 
“She also has very high level cus­
tomer-service ability — she tries 
to take care of problems before 
they arise.”
Æ
A
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Joynt said.
Thomas J. Coleman Jr. of the 
Rolfe, Smith-Low and Coleman 
law offices in Camarillo, the 
plaintiffs’ attorney, said he had 
spoken with other Mustang Vil­
lage employees and will call 
them as witnesses.
Joynt said Grant told him 
Capstone had no sexual harass­
ment policy because there were 
no sexual harassment laws in 
Texas, where Capstone’s is head­
quartered.
C a p s t o n e ’s p e r s o n n e l  
manager refused to deny or con­
firm whether Capstone has a 
sexual harassment policy, refer­
ring all questions to the firm s at­
torney, Georgia Ingram of the 
Fisher and Phillips law offices in 
Newport Beach.
When contacted in Newport 
Beach on Monday, Ingram said 
she had not yet obtained a copy 
of the lawsuit and was un­
familiar with the case.
Because of this, she explained 
that she could not yet comment 
on the matter, and was unsure 
when she would have the case in 
her hands.
Coleman said it would take 
about two weeks for significant 
activity to occur in the case.
And although the plaintiffs 
have said they feel somewhat 
relieved now that the legal 
wheels are spinning, “it’s kind of 
embarrassing to talk about,” 
Joynt said.
Joynt said there was a feeling 
there was nothing the employees 
could do about the alleged 
harassment.
He said the peer directors 
were under the assumption that 
if they complained about the 
harassment they would be fired.
According to the complaint 
filed last Friday, they could then 
be forced to move out within five 
days under the five-day eviction 
clause outlined in the contract 
they signed when they started 
working at Mustang Village.
However, Joynt said Grant 
was not authorized to conduct 
hiring and firing. “He had a lot 
more power than he was sup­
posed to,” Joynt said.
Grant was merely suppospr] t,,
head the peer director program 
Joynt said, but he said Grant 
gave the impression that he was 
the sole supervisor.
This was not difficult for the 
staff to believe, Joynt continued, 
because neither Capstone nor In- 
vestec district managers or an\ 
members of upper managemen' 
visited the property with any fre­
quency. And on the rare oc­
casions when they did, he said, 
they did not intermingle with th. 
staff or ask them questions.
What made the alleged inci 
dents particularly disturbing, 
Joynt said, was that many staff 
members were inexperienced in 
the professional work-force, and 
did not know what was the norm 
in a professional atmosphere.
In addition, he said, the inci­
dents “happened in our homes. 
There was no escape.”
Coleman, the plaintifls' attor­
ney, also alleged his clients suf 
fered added stress because they 
could not escape the alleged 
harassment.
They were “captives in the 
workplace and in their homes,” 
he said, and job opportunities 
were limited. The plaintiffs 
needed the rent compensation 
Mustang Village provided, as 
well as money for schooling at 
Cal Poly, they alleged in court 
documents.
“It has been very traumatic 
for (them),” Coleman said, ad­
ding that he felt confidant he 
would win the case in court.
Despite the allegations, Mus 
tang Village officials refused to 
comment about the case, and 
said that they no longer have 
contact with Capstone.
The plaintiffs are seeking 
financial compensation for lost 
wages and benefits, emotional 
distress, punitive damages, at­
torneys’ fees and other damages 
the court might require based on 
evidence revealed at the trial.
FIGHT: Confusion allowed disruption to occur
Backstage Pizza manager Tami Casas-Mufing mixes work and fun as she 
jokes around with employee Chris Lubas /  Daily photo by Gordon Wong
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the fight and pulled the 
juvenile out of the crowd.
Sierra Madre’s Coordinator of 
Student Development Sally 
Blanton said organizers of the 
event allowed the slam dancing 
to continue because they wanted 
to allow student expression.
Blanton said the slam dancing 
was not immediately stopped be­
cause of miscommunication be­
tween the officers on duty and 
the organizers of the event.
’The organizers were focused 
on trying to intervene with the 
individuals disrupting the per­
formance while Miller and the 
community service officers were 
trying to stop the music.
“(The officers) were thinking 
one way of the stopping the fight 
and the other people were think­
ing differently,” Blanton said. 
“But, we were all working for the 
same goal.”
However, Blanton later said it 
was a case of “mistiming,” rather 
than miscommunication.
This confusion gave enough 
time for the fight to break before 
the officers could calm the situa­
tion.
Journalism freshman Alan 
Dunton, president of Sierra 
Madre, organized the event with 
the assistance of freshman vice 
president Chris Larkin.
Dunton and Larkin were the 
sole organizers of the inner-hall 
sponsored event and had been 
planning it for approximately six 
weeks.
Dunton said that community 
service officers assigned to the 
event were detached and 
uninterested in the concerns of 
Dunton during the show until 
the fight erupted.
“They d idn’t take any 
measure to prevent anything 
from happening, Dunton said.
'The community service of­
ficers refused to comment at the 
scene and could not be reached 
Monday.
Bill Gaines, who was the 
sound engineer for the competi­
tion, said he attempted to get the 
two males to relax before the 
fight erupted, but did not receive 
any cooperation from the 
juvenile.
" I was looking out at the crowd 
and 98 percent were getting into 
it. They were just two bad 
apples in the bunch."
Anthony Masters 
lead singer for bond Solstice
Agribusiness freshman An­
thony Masters, lead singer for 
the band Solstice, denied any 
connection with the two males 
who were attempting to involve 
the crowd in the band’s perfor­
mance.
“I was looking out at the 
crowd and 98 percent were get­
ting into it,” Masters said. “They 
were just two bad apples in the 
bunch.”
